
A Snapshot of UCD in the 1960s 

Recently we asked you to paint a picture of UCD in your time. And you did.  
Through the memories that you and thousands of your peers have shared with us, 

you have made it possible for us to understand what UCD means to you and to 
capture a snapshot of UCD in the 1960s. 

Some of you told us about your favourite lecturer or society or the issues of the day 
that inspired you to take to the streets in protest. Others told us about late nights 

spent studying and falling in love on campus.  

We thank you for sharing each and every one of your precious memories with us. 

So now it’s time to take a look at your masterpiece, your UCD… 

Engaging in a heated debate, cramming for exams and falling in love with your fellow 
students were all high on the agenda in the 1960s. 34% of you attended a L&H debate, 18% 
of you stayed up all night to cram for an exam and a romantic 17% of you fell in love with a 

fellow student! 

You Participated! 

When it came to the best society there was a clear winner.  
The L&H society was deemed the best society by an impressive 50% of you. 

You Protested! 

You also told us about your activism and the causes that took you beyond UCD and onto 
the streets of the capital to make your voices heard. 22% of you took part in protests, 

marches and demonstrations during your time in UCD. 

“….There was also the issue of women students not being allowed to wear trousers in 

the college. In my first year, 1966, a mass protest by women students all wearing 

trousers and storming the corridors put paid to that rule.” Graduate, 1969 



You learned from the best! 

When we asked you about your favourite professor or lecturer there was one name that 
just kept coming up. Former Taoiseach Dr Garret FitzGerald (RIP) won the hearts and

minds of so many of you during your time in UCD. 

“Garret FitzGerald took students to the Country Shop in Stephen’s Green for coffee 

and chat about current economic issues. His idealism and commitment to the right 

causes, such as the "European Idea" and anti-apartheid.” 

Olaf Burke, Graduate 1964 

You got together then... 

It wasn’t all work and no play though.  
We asked you to tell us about the best Gig, Ball or Ents event you went to in UCD. 

Your Graduation Ball was a clear favourite amongst students of the 1960s with many of you 
recalling how you and your peers toasted one another’s success. Whether it was the Ag 

Dance on a Wednesday or the Yerrawaddies Saturday night hop, the Olympic was a regular 
hotspot. 

  Loreto Hall Ball 1968   Students in Merrion Street early 1960s 

You’re still getting together now... 

With such amazing memories of the people and events who shaped your time in UCD, it 
came as little surprise that 57% of you have attended a college reunion. After taking this 

lovely trip down memory lane, no doubt you are already planning your next. 



You made memories and friendships which have lasted a lifetime... 

Your fondest memories were many and varied, recalling great sporting moments and 
historic events but your most treasured memories involved the lifelong friendships that you 

made and the people that changed your life in UCD. 

“My first UCD disco started off very well in Newman House. Then an announcement 

was made that something had happened to the president of the US. At about 9pm we 

were told that J F Kennedy had been shot dead and the disco was cancelled.  Not the 

best disco but the one I remember best.” Graduate, 1966 

“My fondest memory was the lifelong friendships I made at UCD.” 

Brendan Finucane, Graduate, 1967 

“My marriage to my wife in the Newman Chapel on a cold December afternoon in 

1958…We are still happily married and were thrilled to have visited Belfield and the 

Newman Chapel in September during a visit to Ireland from our home in Canada.” 

Stephen Millan, Graduate, 1960 

“Meeting my future husband in the annexe when the engineers came over to take over 

the place in Dec 1964 - as they did every Christmas.” 

Elizabeth Ann Fitzsimons, Graduate, 1967 

Students in Annexe in 1968 Newman House    JFK and Eamon De Valera 1963 

To find out more about events and communications organised 

by the UCD Alumni Relations Department go to 

www.ucd.ie/alumni 
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